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Social Emotional Learning and 
Trauma Informed Instruction  
 
There has been much news coverage 
regarding Social Emotional Learning and 
Trauma-Informed Instruction due to the 
increase in mental health issues that 
youth and their families are experiencing. 
Domestic issues, violence, and the opioid 
crisis are only a few of the things that 
adversely impact mental health. As many 
as 1 in 5 children are impacted by their 
own mental health issues. Nationwide, it 
is estimated that nearly 80% of those 
impacted by mental health issues will not 
receive proper care. Children impacted by 
mental health issues have a difficult time 
focusing, managing their emotions, and 
participating in normal school 
experiences. This has a negative impact 
on learning. Addressing this is imperative 
for schools.  
 
This year Bristol Township School District 
took proactive steps to support our 
students and staff. Professional 
Development included Trauma Informed 

Instruction training, Responsive 
Classroom training, and continued 
learning through our Differentiated 
Supervision model. Continued updates, 
training and coaching are planned for the 
next 3 years. Trauma Informed practices 
empower staff to recognize and respond 
to students who have been impacted by 
adverse events. Responsive Classroom is 
an approach to social emotional learning 
that emphasizes teacher language, 
interactive modeling, and improved 
classroom culture.  
 
The district is also participating in 
initiatives to improve outcomes for 
students experiencing problems due to 
mental health issues. The district is 
participating in the University of 
Pennsylvania’s Consortium for Mental 
Health and Optimal Development. The 
Consortium works to develop capacity in 
leadership and systems to improve 
outcomes. In addition, the district was 
invited to participate in the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education’s Trauma 
Informed Practices Workgroup. The 
district leadership is also actively 
supporting Bristol Cares Coalition, a new 
community resource to promote positive 
youth development.  
 
Bristol Township School District is 
committed to supporting students, staff, 
families, and the community at large. The 
district will continue to invest in and 
develop staff capacity to improve 
outcomes for our students.  

 
 



 

 

New Mill Creek Elementary 
School Principal  
 
Mill Creek Elementary and Bristol 
Township School District welcome Dr. 
Sharon Vitella as the new principal. Dr. 
Vitella is a graduate of York College. She 
holds two Masters degrees and a 
Doctorate in Educational Leadership from 
Nova Southeastern University. She has 
served in New Jersey as a teacher, 
Assistant Principal, Principal and 
Assistant Superintendent. She resides in 
Bucks County with her husband. She has 
children and grandchildren in both Bucks 
County and Florida.  
 
“I am thrilled to be a member of the 
Bristol Township School District. I do not 
believe there has ever been a more 
exciting time to be in education. With 
creativity and innovative thinking, we can 
provide the learning opportunities our 
students will need to thrive in this 
uncertain and quickly changing world. I 
look forward to working with the 
students and staff at Mill Creek 
Elementary as well as the entire Bristol 
Township School District community.” 
 
Bristol Township School District 
administration, teachers, and staff are 
looking forward to working with Dr. 
Vitella and wish her much success in the 
coming years.  

 

 
Youth Truth Survey Results  
 
In Fall 2019, we conducted a survey of 
students, staff, and families. The results 
are in and will be presented at the School 
Board Meeting scheduled for Monday, 
January 13th. Thank you to all who 
participated in this survey. The survey 
was intended to gather data about “the 
important, yet less-tangible aspects of the 
school experience such as engagement, 
rigor, and school culture. Student and 
stakeholder feedback provide 
instructional and climate indicators that 
are critical levers for achievement and 
equity.”  
 
This coming February, district leaders will 
gather at the Bucks County Intermediate 
Unit with other school leaders from the 
county to review and analyze data. Our 
district leaders will begin to work on 
plans to address issues revealed by the 
survey data. Data will be used to 
determine the effectiveness of 
school-based programs, implement 
interventions and to develop our strategic 
plan. Updates will be shared as the 
process develops.  

 

 

 

 



 

Truman Students Mapping the Brain  
 
STEM at BTSD 
 
Last year Governor Wolf released millions 
of dollars worth of grants through the 
PASmart Grant, to support workforce 
development in Pennsylvania. Part of that 
money was earmarked for schools to 
develop STEM programming with a focus 
on Computer Science. BTSD was awarded 
a targeted school grant. This grant was 
focused on the Elementary Schools to 
train our librarians to teach basic coding. 
In addition, several teachers were trained 
by Project Lead the Way to introduce 
project-based STEM learning. BTSD was 
also invited to participate in 
Computational Thinking in Action with 
the Bucks County IU and the University of 
Pennsylvania. This program was funded 
by an Advanced PASmart Grant. Middle 
and High School teachers were trained in 
Computational Thinking- a 
problem-solving framework. Ongoing 
work at our Middle Schools and the 
Engineering and Biomedical Pathways at 
the High School is increasing student 
capacity to enter STEM-related fields 
after graduation.  
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OUR MISSION 
 

 Bristol Township School District will 
prepare and empower our students to be 
productive, competitive members in an 
ever-changing global society. 

 
Every Student, Every Day 

 
We believe ... 

All individuals can learn and achieve. 
Understanding and respecting diversity 
strengthens our educational community. 
A safe and healthy learning environment 
is essential for success. 
Students require high-quality, 
standards-based instruction. 
An effective partnership of families, staff 
and community will improve 
opportunities for student success. 
Students must be empowered to become 
life-long learners and effective members 
of society. 
All successes should be acknowledged 
and celebrated. 
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